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Young singer
writes his own
country songs
By MARJORIE
STROMBERG
Sentinel reporter

H

e may be only 20, but
he’s already recorded
three songs. Meet Mike
Brubaker. Inspired by his own
life experiences, this young
man from McAlisterville has
been writing his own country
music for the past two years.
Mike started writing country music at the age of 18.
His album, produced with
the help of a friend in
Nashville, Tenn., contains
three songs, though he’s written about 10 or 11 in all.
The songs, called “When
She’s Around,” “Just Say My
Name,” and “All I’m Asking,”
Mike wrote entirely on his
own.
“Most songs, when it came
to my head, I just write it
down,” he says.
Mike says each song requires a different amount of
time to compose. Some take
an hour, he says, while others
can take a few weeks.
His inspiration comes
solely from his own personal
adventures, knowledge and
journeys, he says.
The first couple songs?

Those are about a girl he was
with, he says.
“(The songs are) basically
stuff that comes into my head
from life experiences,” he
says. Perhaps the most challenging part of writing music,
Mike explains, is figuring out
an idea for the song to be
about. Once a theme is established, the lyrics can be built
around it, he says.
“The words are the hardest
part to come up with,” he says.
And the easiest part, he
says, seems to be creating the
chord progression, or the actual chords used in the music.
The most satisfying part of
writing a song is the completion, Mike says. That’s because he can move on and
start working on the next
song.
Brubaker says his love for
music started early on. He’s
been playing guitar since he
was 8 years old, and singing
since he was 16.
He had tried to write songs
in the past, he says, but was
unsuccessful.
“One day I just sat down
and finished a song and just
kept writing since then,” he
says.
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“One day I
just sat down
and finished a
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Mike Brubaker, 20, has been writing his own country music
for the past two years.
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