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Wildflowers draw wildlife, requires little ...

Lewistown, PA—19
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One person's wildflower, of course, may be another person's weed.
"Natives" are defined as plants that grew in North America before the Europeans arrived. "Weeds" are any
plants growing where they're not wanted. And then there are "naturalized aliens," plants that have taken hold in
certain areas but that should be avoided because they crowd out and contaminate native gene pools. That would
include St. Anne's lace, chicory and ox-eyed daisies. Each appears on many state and federal noxious weed lists.
Shop around for wildflowers rather than seeking them out in the woods. The odds are against the latter
surviving because they often require habitats different than those in your yard.
"It's illegal to pull them out of the ground on most public lands," said Mike Lizotte, managing partner for
American Meadows, a gardening company in Williston, Vt. "That can draw a stiff fine."
Jerry Goodspeed, a Utah State University extension horticulturist, puts it another way: "Enjoy nature where
nature is and go to a nursery if you want to grow wildflowers. More plant varieties are becoming available to
homeowners each year."
Wildflower varieties are divided into meadow, woodland and wetland. All require some knowledge about where
they grow best.
"Meadow varieties are the easiest to cultivate from seed," Lizotte said. "Some wildflowers need an exacting
microclimate, especially the woodland types. It can take a white trillium from five to seven years to yield a flower
from seed."
Many people new to wildflower gardening buy specialty seed blends that give good value for the money,
Lizotte said. Wildflower seed mixtures generally include from a dozen to 30 varieties of annuals and perennials.
"Three or four years down the road, people start dialing in on the different species they really liked from the
blends," Lizotte said.
Choose bare root plants, plugs or seedlings if you want your wildflower gardening to be fast and easy. Go with
seeds if you have large areas to cover.
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717-242-3933

29 Nathans Lane
Lewistown, PA

REAR 412 E. WALNUT ST.

2 BR 2 story, interior refinished. Fresh paint,
new roof, new AC. 2 car garage w/workshop.
LOCATED BACK OFF THE STREET,
QUIET LOCATION WITH A VIEW.
$39,900

140 DORMANTOWN ROAD

Near Point store. 3 BR mobile home over
half acre. Deck. Clean, new carpet, repl.
windows, recent roof, No close neighbors.
$49,900

Doug Seller, Broker
248-4112
Dan Elsesser • 250-3587

310 SHAW AVE

Completely remod. 4 BR 1.5 baths. Refinished wood floors, new soffit, fascia, interior
refinished. Office, fam. rm., fenced yard, 2
car garage with flue for heat. Well-bult home
in excell. cond.
$75,000

